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Region One Center for eLearning 
Brings the Learning to You

Realizing that budget limitations and the vastness of the Region One area 
can be a hindrance to attending a face-to-face professional development 
offering, Region One ESC developed the Center for eLearning. Providing 
anytime, anywhere learning using different technologies is the focus of the 
relatively new program, unveiled this school year, that provides a variety 
of learning options for students and educators. The Center for eLearning 
allows both students and educators in Region One to take advantage of 
learning in a new way, explains Barbara S. Grayson, Coordinator for the 
Center for eLearning. Using rich digital online educational experiences, our 
goal is to allow students to experience learning and gain credits for courses 
to which they may not have access to and educators are provided with a 
means of gaining professional development through online courses. “Our 
students have grown up with technology and that is a natural way for their learning to take place. But not only are 
our children digital learners, our adult learners also have a desire to take online courses, attend webinars, and learn 
by being connected.”

A recent example of the significance of an online learning experience was a presentation that was made to over 300 
Region One students by the Laguna Atascosa and Cincinnati Zoo on National Ocelot Conservation Day. With ZOOM 
distance learning, students from Zapata CISD, Sharyland ISD, PSJA ISD, and San Perlita ISD were able to learn about 
the near-extinct animal from wildlife experts, as well as see the ocelot in action as it scaled and stealthy made its 
way across a platform. “In speaking with Laguna Atascosa representatives, such an impact would have been almost 
impossible if they had to travel the distance to reach those students,” says Grayson. “Distance learning offers so many 
opportunities for our students to be exposed to people, places, and things that might not otherwise be possible. To be 
able to transport students to museums, across the oceans or, like the ocelot presentation, learn how they can make 
a difference in their own world speaks volumes about the value of technology and distance learning,” adds Grayson. 
Look for the “Telling Our Story” series through which we hope to have our students tell of the rich history, culture and 
people of the Rio Grande Valley.  

Other similar opportunities, utilizing ZOOM, have made an impact on student learning. GEAR UP students take part 
in mentoring programs in which they “visit” with specialists in different professions to give them insight to different 
occupations. Zoom is also being used by Region One staff and educators to connect with each other, share ideas, and 
gain the support needed for their districts. “Zoom allows a virtual connection that provides a real-time connection, 
allows screen sharing and collaboration.  We can support our districts like we are sitting right there with them and 
collaborate among our staff to prepare for staff development,” explains Grayson. 

The use of digital learning has not been confined to student learning, the Center for eLearning is working with Region 
One programs to publish online courses through the Canvas Learning Management System (LMS). The Center for 
Leadership Excellence was the first to take the dive into the online world, says Grayson, and Project P.a.C.E., the 
Region One alternative teacher certification program, has also utilized the technology to meet the demands of its 
program. 
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Grayson offers that if a department in Region One wishes to 
publish an online course, they will be given an opportunity to 
learn the Canvas Learning Management System (LMS) while 
participating in a Canvas training course.  After completing 
the course, the Center for eLearning works together with the 
program to plan, create, revise, and publish new courses.

In addition to offering online courses through the Canvas LMS, 
the Center for eLearning has made available other platforms 
for learning to occur. School districts can take advantage of 
EduHero, an online, on-demand, professional development 
system for educators that helps educators and other district 
personnel keep current with compliance, technology, and 
instructional topics. The courses which run approximately 
45-60 minutes to complete cover such topics as Blood Borne 
Pathogens, Concussion Awareness, Cyberbullying, Digital 
Citizenship, Suicide Awareness, and Collaboration Tools for the 
Classroom.  Region One ESC employees are offered free access 
to EduHero. With over 100 courses to select from, you are sure 
to find a course for you! 

Region One high school students can also take advantage 
of online learning options through LearnKey, which allows 
students to participate in interactive lessons at their own 
pace. Through LearnKey, students can gain experience with 
industry-standard software training such as Microsoft and 
Adobe, practice tests, MasterExams, and study guides which 
can move them toward testing for industry certifications. High 
School teachers can also utilize LearnKey to enhance their 
current curriculum with the LearnKey courses and stay current 
with the same technologies that they are delivering to their 
students, explains Grayson. 

Interested high schools and districts should contact the Center 
for eLearning for subscription rates to either EduHero or 
LearnKey. 

“Digital online learning has opened the door to learning in 
ways that we are only beginning to employ,” says Grayson. 
“The Center for eLearning will be there to help facilitate the 
ease of learning in an online platform, we encourage school 
districts to take advantage of the possibilities offered through 
the Center for eLearning!” 

For additional information regarding the Center for eLearning, 
contact Barbara S. Grayson at bgrayson@esc1.net or (956) 
984-6035. v

Region One Students Participate
 in Braille Challenge

Congratulations to participants of the Region One 
Regional Braille 
Challenge held on 
January 20, 2017. 

Students compete 
in different 
events including  
spelling, reading 
comprehension, 
proofreading,and 
speed and accuracy. 

The Regional Braille 
Challenge is held as 
part of the National Braille Challenge supported by the 
National Braille Institute. v

GIRL POWER
Over 350 students, mothers, and female mentors attended 
the I AM 2017 Conference. The event is an annual Region One 
ESC GEAR UP initiative designed for young women to recognize 
they are “Intelligent, Capable, and Strong” and provides college 
and career guidance through partnerships with leading female 
professionals in the community and local IHE representatives. 
Mothers or female mentors are invited to attend with their 
student to support the conference goals. v
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Cybersecurity Tip: Technology on the Go!
Wanting always to be connected, we rely on technology even when away from our 
homes and offices. However, being connected while you are on the go is not always 
safe and secure. The Region One Information Technology Department wants to make 
sure you are able to make the most of technology at all times, including when you 
travel.  While your network at home or at work may be secure, you should assume 
that any network you connect to when traveling cannot be trusted. You never know 
who else is on it and what they may be doing. Here are some simple steps that go a 
long way to protecting you and your data before you travel:

The safest information is information you don’t have. Identify what data you do not 
need on any devices you are bringing with you and then remove that information. 
This can significantly reduce the impact if your devices are lost, stolen, or impounded 
by customs or border security. If your trip is work related, ask your supervisor if your 
organization provides devices that are used specifically for working while traveling.

Lock your mobile devices and/or laptop with a strong password or pass code. This 
way, if it’s stolen or lost, people cannot access your information on it. In addition, 
enable or install full disk encryption on your mobile devices and laptops. For most mobile devices, this is automatically enabled 
when you use a screen lock.

Once you begin your travel, ensure the physical safety of your devices. For example, never leave your devices in your car 
where people can easily see them, as criminals may simply smash your car’s window and grab anything of value they can see. 
While crime is definitely a risk, according to a recent Verizon study, people are 100 times more likely to lose a device than have 
it stolen. This means always double-check you still have your devices when you travel, such as when you clear security at the 
airport, leave a taxi or restaurant, check out of a hotel room, or before you disembark from your airplane. Remember to check 
that seat back pocket!

For further information, please visit the link: https://securingthehuman.sans.org/newsletters/ouch/issues/OUCH-201702_
en.pdf. v

Edinburg CISD Student Wins 
Technology Conference Logo Contest

Congratulations to Miranda Hernandez of Economedes High School, Edinburg 
CISD. The high school senior’s entry illustrating the 2017 conference theme, “Tech 
2 Connect” will be used on all conference promotional materials. Judges had the 
difficult task of reviewing 89 entries submitted from students across the region. 

In addition to having her design used as the official identifier of the Region 
One 2017 Technology Conference, Hernandez's also won an official conference t-shirt bearing her logo design, an official 
conference tote bag, and a Sony Playstation 4 system. v

https://securingthehuman.sans.org/newsletters/ouch/issues/OUCH-201702_en.pdf
https://securingthehuman.sans.org/newsletters/ouch/issues/OUCH-201702_en.pdf


Region One Texas Energy Center Offering Scholarships to High School Seniors
The Region One ESC Texas Energy Center invites high school 
graduating seniors attending school in a Region One Texas 
Energy Center participating school district to apply for one 
of ten $1,000 scholarships to assist them in their pursuit of a 
four-year degree at a university or college.  For the eleventh 
consecutive year, the Region One ESC energy cooperative, 
Texas Energy Center (TEC) is making available the scholarship 
to students; the scholarship based on a student’s academic achievement, community participation, and a written essay on 
energy savings and their school district. 

“The Region One ESC Energy Scholarship recognizes the achievements of high school seniors who have taken leadership roles 
in their academic and community endeavors,” says Lori A. Ramos, Region One ESC Purchasing Coordinator, “we value our 
relationship with the member districts and wanted to do something for these communities. Investing in the future through these 
students is an investment in the communities in which they live.”

The scholarship is available only to students from Texas Energy participating districts including: Donna ISD, Edinburg CISD, 
Edcouch-Elsa ISD, Hidalgo ISD, La Feria ISD, La Joya ISD, Laredo ISD, La Villa ISD, Los Fresnos CISD, Lyford CISD, McAllen ISD, 
Mission CISD, Monte Alto ISD, PSJA ISD, Point Isabel ISD, Raymondville ISD, Region One ESC, Rio Hondo ISD, Santa Rosa ISD, 
Sharyland ISD, South Texas ISD, Horizon Montessori/South Texas Ed Tech, and Zapata County ISD. 

The deadline to apply for the TEC Scholarship is 3:00 p.m. on Monday, April 24, 2017. Interested applicants may access the 
scholarship application at https://tinyurl.com/TECscholarship

The Texas Energy Center saves its members millions of dollars in energy costs by offering excellent electricity rates with contracts 
specifically designed to minimize risk to TEC members.  Since the deregulation of electricity in 2002, the Region One Education 
Service Center has provided school districts the opportunity to save money on utility costs by participation in the Texas Energy 
Center, a consortium of school districts and municipalities. In addition to saving money, benefits of the Texas Energy Center 
include a focus on one utility, a greater number of eligible suppliers; greater control over contract structure; bidding process 
management; direct access to expert consultants; and working with local companies. v
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@RegionOneESC Region One Education Service Center

Follow Us

Check out all of our social media sites at www.tinyurl.com/region1social media



Region One ESC 
Board of Directors

2016-2017
Dr. Manuel Gomez, Jr., Chairperson

Place 6 – Cameron County 

Alicia E. Requenez, Vice-Chairperson 
Place 1 – Hidalgo County 

Ricardo Gutierrez, Secretary
Place 2 – Jim Hogg County, Starr County & Zapata County 

Raul R. Chapa 
Place 7 – Willacy County 

Ruben Cortez, Jr.
Place 5 – Cameron County 

Pete Garcia
Place 4 – Hidalgo County

Laura A. McCoy
Place 3 – Webb County

George Banda
Charter Schools Representative

Administration
Dr. Cornelio Gonzalez

Executive Director

Dr. Eduardo Cancino 
Deputy Director, Instructional, School Improvement, 

& College Readiness Support

Dr. Marco Antonio Lara, Jr.
Deputy Director, Administrative Leadership, 

School & Community Support

Frances Guzman 
Deputy Director, Business, Operations & Finance Support

One For All is published by the Region One ESC Office of 
Communications and Marketing Support. Any questions or 
concerns may be directed to angarcia@esc1.net.
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Upcoming Events
TEA Special Populations Division to Hold Forum-April 10
TEA representatives from the newly formed Special Populations 
Division is seeking input as it moves forward with the development 
of a strategic plan to best support our state’s students. Important 
information, with implications that will impact services to school 
districts, will be shared. WORKSHOP # 62032

Texas Regional Citizen Bee Competition-April 8
Enhance your students’ understanding of the cultural and political 
history, geography, economics and current events involved in 
American history through the Texas Citizen Bee competition. 
The competition will be held at Region One ESC on April 8, 2017. 
Workshop # 59875

Special Allotment Monitoring Program-April 13
TEA is implementing a new Special Allotment Monitoring Program 
designed to focus on LEA compliance and accountability related 
to BE/ESL, SCE, SPED, HS, CTE, and GT. Attend this TEA-presented 
session to learn more. Workshop #60533

Para-Educator Conference-April 19
Join us for this one-day event focused on sharpening your skills when 
it comes to working successfully with co-workers, administrators, 
and parents. Participants will discuss, share ideas, and practice new 
skills! Register today. Workshop #52106

Conference for Admin. Professionals-April 21
To perform your job at the highest level, you need to make sure 
that YOU are at your peak performance level! Join us for this one 
day mind-altering workshop that will provide you with easy ways to 
make sure that you are making the right health choices so you can 
be at your best-at home and on the job! Workshop # 52109

Inclusive Instruction Institute-April 21-22
Refine your skills in aligning and implementing strategies in co-
teaching, inclusion, differentiated instruction, interventions, data, 
assistive technology, and curriculum. Administrators, plan to attend 
a full presentation regarding legal issues associated with inclusive 
practices. Workshop #57817

Student by Student Technology & Leadership Conference-April 19 
& 20
Registration is now open for the SbySTech event-a unique experience 
where sessions focusing on the use of technology in education are 
presented by students for students!

Region One 23rd Annual Technology Conference-May 17-19
A premiere technology event offering participants the opportunity 
to learn about the latest hardware, software, and mulit-media uses 
for today’s classrooms. Conference goers can also choose from 
a number of break-out sessions focused on effectively integrating 
technology into your instruction. Workshop # 59462


